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NAME: ___________________________________ 
 
TASKS (directions):   

1. While you are reading, circle the unknown or impressive words, highlight 
supporting details, and write down main ideas in the margins.  Main ideas are 
sometimes hard to figure out.  Read 2-3 paragraphs and try to figure out 
what the big idea of the paragraphs is.  That’s a main idea.   

2. When you are finished, write the circled words on a separate sheet of paper 
(you may type) and use a dictionary to find at least seven definitions (write 
the source(s) you use at the top of the paper).   

3. When you are finished that, make a list for each of the countries with the 
reasons that people moved to the United States. Circle any reasons that the 
countries have in common.  

 
Immigration 
 
Famine.  Poverty.  Persecution.  Oppression.  These are just some of the reasons a person 
might be willing to leave their land of birth and move to a foreign land.  We call these 
people immigrants.  From its earliest days, the United States has been a nation of 
immigrants. 
 
The United States in the 19th century saw incredible changes taking place in society.  As 
the 19th century progressed, the development of industry brought about changes in 
American society.   Americans faced changing lifestyles and increasing movement. The 
nation began to develop into a nation of growing cities with an industry-based economy.  
The industrialization of America required increasing amounts of labor, money (capital) 
and natural resources.     
  
Movement of people needed as workers became an integral part of this new nation.  
Movement was occurring in the form of rural to urban migrations, westward expansion 
across the US and foreign immigration to the US.   The need for workers, both in the 
expanding West and the industrializing cities, was met largely by increasing numbers of 
immigrants coming to America at the turn of the century.   
  
Between 1820 and 1920, more than 30 million people came to the United States.  There 
were many factors that caused people to move away from their homelands and come to 
America.  These are referred to as the push and pull factors of immigration.   Conditions 
in Europe and elsewhere in the world drove people to leave their homelands in large 
numbers.  Factors ‘pushing’ people away from their homes were overpopulation, 
oppressive governments, starvation, political and religious persecution and poverty.  
Factors ‘pulling’ people to America were availability of jobs, democracy, religious and 
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racial tolerance, access to new technologies, access to free education, individual freedom 
and liberty.   
 
Germany 
 
The first group of German immigrants settled in the colony of Pennsylvania.  By the 19th 
century the Germans were an established ethnic group within the United States. In 1829, 
Gottfried Duden, a German visitor to America, published his book, Report of a Journey 
to the Western States of North America. The book painted a very attractive picture of 
German immigrant life in America. As well as describing spectacular harvests, Duden 
praised the intellectual freedom enjoyed by people living in America. The book sold in 
large numbers and persuaded thousands of Germans to emigrate.  
 
The failed German revolution in 1848 stimulated emigration to America. Although 
conditions in the German states were not as bad as in Ireland, crop failures, inheritance 
laws, high rents, high prices, and the effects of the industrial revolution led to widespread 
poverty and suffering.  
 
Over the next ten years over a million people left Germany and settled in the United 
States. Some were the intellectual leaders of this rebellion, but most were impoverished 
Germans who had lost confidence in its government's ability to solve the country's 
economic problems. Others left because they feared constant political turmoil in 
Germany.  
 
Most arrivals in America came from rural areas in Germany. These were often small 
farmers and farm laborers who had suffered from advances in agricultural technology 
during the 19th century. Many of these immigrants settled in Wisconsin, where the soil 
and climate was similar to that in Germany. 
 
New York City was popular with German immigrants. By 1860 over 100,000 Germans 
lived in the city and owned 20 churches, 50 schools, 10 bookstores and two German 
language daily newspapers. There was also an estimated 130,000 German-born 
immigrants in Chicago. The city became a center of German culture with bands, 
orchestras and a theater. Milwaukee, known as the German Athens, and Cincinnati also 
had large numbers of Germans. One journalist writing in the Houston Post commented 
"Germany seems to have lost all of her foreign possessions with the exception of 
Milwaukee, St. Louis and Cincinnati." 
 
Ireland 
 
At the beginning of the 19th century the dominant industry of Ireland was agriculture. 
Large areas of this land were under the control of landowners living in England. Much of 
this land was rented to small farmers who, because of a lack of capital, farmed with out 
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of date implements and used backward methods.  The average wage for farm laborers in 
Ireland was only a fifth of what could be obtained in the United States and those without 
land began to seriously consider emigrating to the New World. 
  
In fact, Ireland’s population decreased dramatically throughout the nineteenth century. 
Census figures show an Irish population of 8.2 million in 1841, 6.6 million a decade later, 
and only 4.7 million in 1891. It is estimated that as many as 4.5 million Irish arrived in 
America between 1820 and 1930.  
 
Between 1820 and 1860, the Irish constituted over one third of all immigrants to the 
United States. In the 1840s, they comprised nearly half of all immigrants to this nation.  
In October 1845 a serious blight began among the Irish potatoes, ruining about three-
quarters of the country's crop. This was a disaster as over four million people in Ireland 
depended on the potato as their chief food. The blight returned in 1846 and over the next 
year an estimated 350,000 people died of starvation and an outbreak of typhus that 
ravaged a weaken population. Over the next four years, people continued to die and today 
people estimate that more than one million Irish died in the famine while an additional 
two million emigrated to the United States and elsewhere.  The Irish people blame the 
British administration's indifference and lack of effective response as well as the 
landlords that lived outside of Ireland (mostly in England) for this catastrophe.  
 
The 1850 census revealed that there were nearly one million people in the United States 
that had been born in Ireland. At this time they mainly lived in New York, Pennsylvania, 
Massachusetts, Illinois, Ohio and New Jersey. The Irish Emigrant Society tried to 
persuade immigrants to move to the interior but the vast majority was poverty-stricken 
and had no money for transport or to buy land. They therefore tended to settle close to the 
port where they disembarked.  
 
China 
 
China entered the 19th century rocked by revolt. More devastating were the incursions of 
Western powers, which shook the foundation of the empire.  The first of many conflicts 
between the Chinese and the Western powers (Britain initially) was the first Opium War, 
fought from 1839 to 1842. It was more than a dispute over the opium trade in China; it 
was a contest between China as the representative of ancient Eastern civilization and 
Britain as the forerunner of the modern West. Free trade advocates in the West had 
protested against the restrictive trading system in force at Canton. They demanded free 
trade in China, the opening of more ports to Westerners, and the establishment of treaty 
relations.  A second Opium War pitted China against Great Britain and France.  
 
The Opium Wars disrupted the old life and economy of southern China. A number of 
peasant revolts occurred in the 1840s, coming to a head in the Taiping Rebellion, the 
biggest rebellion in Chinese history. The leader of the Taipings believed that God had 
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chosen him to save the world and set out to overthrow the Manchus (the ruling dynasty) 
and change society. The combination of religious fervor and anti-Manchu sentiment 
attracted a following that rose to over 30,000 within a short time. 
 
Other revolts erupted at about the same time.  Fearing a linkup among the rebels that 
would engulf all of China, the Ch'ing government created regional armies manned 
entirely by Chinese and commanded by Chinese of the scholar-gentry class. The 
commanders of the new forces suppressed the rebels with the help of Western weapons 
and leadership. They annihilated the Taipings in 1864, and wiped out the other groups by 
1868 and 1873.  
 
Thus political unrest, corrupt government, war, a scarcity of land due to overpopulation 
and increased foreign intervention in the affairs of China convinced many young men to 
leave China.  The extended family in China formed the basis of the social structure and a 
man could leave the village confident that his family would be cared for until he made 
enough money to return home a more prosperous person.  That prosperity was sought in 
the western part of the United States, where by 1851, 25,000 Chinese immigrants had left 
their homes and moved to California, a land some came to call gam saan, or "gold 
mountain.”   
 
Mexico 
 
Mexican immigrants, along with their Mexican American descendants, occupy a unique 
place in the story of U.S. immigration. They are known by many different names, come 
from divergent origins, and took widely different paths to becoming part of the United 
States.  
 
The multicultural inheritance of Mexican Americans is rich and complex. It reflects the 
influences of Spain, Mexico, and indigenous cultures, and has been shaped by hundreds 
of years of survival and adaptation in the crucible of North American history. Their 
history was also shaped by wars and depressions, by the Treaty of Guadalupe Hidalgo 
and the Gadsden Purchase, and by shifting attitudes toward immigration. 
 
Under the treaty that ended the Mexican War, most of the Mexicans who lived in the new 
United States territories became U.S. citizens. The treaty also guaranteed their safety and 
property rights, "as if the [property] belonged to citizens of the U.S. according to the 
principles of the Constitution." In practice, however, the new territories were far from the 
centers of U.S. government, and these guarantees were not reliably enforced. By the end 
of the 19th century, many Mexican Americans had been deprived of their land, and found 
themselves living unprotected in an often hostile region.  
 
At the turn of the 20th century, the borderlands between Mexico and the U.S. were torn 
by political and social instability. As more immigrants crossed the border, some were 
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preyed upon by bandits and rustlers. Once in the U.S., they had to face harsh weather, an 
uncertain economy, and the possibility of attacks by both longtime citizens and Native 
American raiders. Law enforcement was scarce, and justice was often rough and quickly 
executed. To make things worse, some lawmen were said to be as much of a threat to 
Mexican Americans as the criminals they were sent to arrest. 
 
Mexican immigrants and their descendants now make up a significant portion of the U.S. 
population and have become one of the most influential social and cultural groups in the 
country. Mexican American culture will likely continue to shape U.S. life in language, 
politics, food, and daily living and will help define the nation's identity for a new century.  
 
Russia 
 
In the 19th century, Russia was the largest country in the world—it reached from the 
Baltic to the Pacific, and covered substantial portions of both Europe and Asia. The 
population of the Empire was extremely diverse and included the peoples of dozens of 
conquered nations. 
 
Jewish communities had played a vital role in the culture of Eastern Europe for centuries, 
but in the 19th century they were in danger of annihilation. Of all the ethnic and national 
groups that lived under the rule of the Russian czars, the Eastern European Jews had long 
been the most isolated and endured the harshest treatment. Separated from other residents 
of the Empire by barriers of language and of faith, as well as by an array of brutally 
oppressive laws, most never considered themselves Russians. Eastern European Jews 
were socially and physically segregated, locked into urban ghettoes or restricted to small 
villages called shtetls, barred from almost all means of making a living, and subject to 
random attacks by non-Jewish neighbors or imperial officials.  
 
In the 1880s, however, the Jewish communities of Eastern Europe were overwhelmed by 
a wave of state-sponsored murder and destruction. When the czar, Alexander II, was 
assassinated in 1881, the crime was blamed, falsely, on a Jewish conspiracy, and the 
government launched a wave of state-sponsored massacres known as pogroms. Hundreds 
of Jewish villages and neighborhoods were burned by rampaging mobs, and Russian 
soldiers and peasants slaughtered thousands of Jews. The pogroms caused an 
international outcry, but they would continue to break out for decades to come.  For tens 
of thousands of the Empire’s Jewish residents, who were already struggling to survive 
famines and land shortages, this represented the breaking point. The cry “To America!” 
spread across Eastern Europe.   
 
In the 1880s, more than 200,000 Eastern European Jews arrived in the U.S. In the next 
decade, the number was over 300,000, and between 1900 and 1914 it topped 1.5 million, 
most passing through the new immigrant-processing center at Ellis Island. All in all, 
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between 1880 and 1924, when the U.S. Congress cut immigration back severely, it is 
estimated that as many as 3 million Eastern European Jews came to the U.S.  
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